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Lack of affordable child care is a major barrier to college completion for low-income college student parents who  
cannot afford quality child care and are not eligible for Georgia’s state child care subsidy. Approximately 26% of college 
students are parents with young children. Eleven percent of all undergraduates are single mothers. Only 33% of all  
student parents, and 8% of single parent students, will graduate within six years. Further, the patchwork of informal, and 
frequently unreliable, child care that many of these student parents rely on can be a barrier to their college completion 
and leave their young children ill-prepared for success in school.

Quality Care for Children (QCC) provides student parents with child care scholarships through its Boost: Making College 
Possible Program. Boost is a two-generation approach to breaking the cycle of generational poverty: parents, confident 
their children are well cared for, can pursue post-secondary education; while infants and young children reap the lifelong 
benefits of high-quality early care and learning. By 2025, approximately 60% of all jobs in Georgia will require college 
certification, though currently only 48% of adults meet this qualification. Thus, in addition to helping families break the 
cycle of poverty, the Boost program will help Georgia meet its workforce demands by graduating job-ready candidates 
in our community.

UPDATE frOM PAM TATUM, PrESIDENT & CEO

Since its launch, Boost: Making College Possible has provided child care scholarships to 192 student parents ensuring 218 children benefitted from Quality Rated 
child care. QCC piloted Boost: Making College Possible in fall 2016 with three university partners—Clayton State, Columbus State, and Georgia Southern University 
(formerly Armstrong State University)—and began full implementation in January 2017. June 2018 marked the completion of the first full academic year of Boost 
implementation (2017-2018).

While we are very proud of our accomplishments, we understand the biggest potential impact we can make is by advocating for a change in state subsidy policy  
and an increased state investment to support student parents. We are working with our partner universities to evaluate Boost and demonstrate its impact. The  
preliminary results are clear: During the first 22 months of Boost at Clayton State University, 79 student parents and 85 children were served. Comparing the 
academic term before entry into Boost with the academic term after entry, student parents enrolled in Boost displayed on average a 25% increase in course load 
carried and a 7% increase in academic term GPA; course load and grade performance are both powerful predictors of graduation. Moreover, the graduation rate 
for student parents receiving Boost child care scholarships increased substantially. Notably, 62% of Boost recipients graduated on time. This is a remarkable  
accomplishment considering that nationally only 33% of single student parents complete their degree after six years. We move into the second full year of Boost: 
Making College Possible having helped 42 student parents complete college! We have added Savannah State University to our partner schools, and are poised to 
add a fifth university partner. We are pleased to share this update and the impact of child care scholarships on college student parents and their young children.

Please join me in celebrating not only the program’s successes, but also the achievements of these hardworking graduates!

Sincerely,

Pam Tatum
Quality Care for Children President & CEO

Keep reading to learn more aBoUt the recent Boost gradUates!
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Before Boost, I had been taking quite a heavy course load in my previous 
semesters and was preparing for a 24-credit hour semester to speed up my 
graduation. Between classes and being a single mother, working was a 
struggle, so I chose to put my focus solely into finishing my degree and of 
course my son, Bryce. 

To pay for child care and some of the other needs of my son, I would use 
the refund issued out by the school from my student loans, but it was never 
quite enough. Child care was roughly $160 a week and I would often have 
to sell some of my shoes and clothes to help, as well as give plasma twice a 
week. Over time, donating plasma was making me sick and I was carrying a 
lot of stress to the point that I fainted in class and was rushed to the hospital. 
I tried to apply for CAPS but was denied because I was enrolled in a 4-year 
degree program. I felt like maybe I was foolish to think that I could complete 
all of those classes and maybe I should have put my degree on hold until my 
son was older. I was ready to give up until my friend told me about how she 
had just become approved for Boost and encouraged me to apply.

I was approved and started receiving Boost at the beginning of my final 
semester at Clayton State and it changed my life in so many ways. It lifted 
the financial burden of child care and allowed me to be relieved of a lot of 
the stress I was carrying. I was able to focus on my work and have a peace of 
mind that my son was being taken care of. Also, ultimately, I was happier and 
that gave me the ability to be an even better mom to him. We were able to 
do more of the things he loves like go on our weekly dates, play 
outside, and dance in the living room. 

To me, what sets Boost apart from so many other resources is that they 
understand the long-term benefits of investing in not only the parent but 
the child as well. I was able to complete my degree and have confidence 
that not only was my son safe but that he was constantly learning too. I 
was always amazed by the new things that he would say and by his 
overall growth at the center. 

brittany marks
Bryce, Class of 2035



Before Boost it was stressful trying to figure out how I could afford for someone to 
care for my child while I was finishing school. Without Boost, I don’t think I would 
have even finished school so quickly, if at all, or that my daughter would be who she 
is today. Because of Boost, my daughter has been able to be around others her age 
and socialize while being in excellent care.

A BLESSING & LIfESAVEr
The Boost Program was...

“
COUrTNEy wINfrEE

AShLEy BrESNAhAN

riley, Class of 2038

Shaun, Class of 2035

Boost was a tremendous asset in my college education experience. Before I knew about 
Boost, I was paying $110 a week for my then 2-year-old to go to daycare. The experiences 
of trying to work just to make enough money to pay for daycare and go to school, where 
I took six classes a semester, was a hardship. When my counselor told me about Boost 
and I applied for the program, it was such a smooth process that I was amazed at how 
quickly it started. They immediately started paying weekly to the daycare of my choice 
and I was able to quit my part-time job and focus solely on school. The first semester that 
I had Boost I earned a 4.0 taking six classes. I was able to graduate a year early because I 
did not have to work and could just focus on my education. I started my degree in March 
of 2016 and I graduated with my Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology with a concentration in 
Crime and Deviance in Society with honors in December of 2017.

“



EArLy STArT BrEAKfAST
At QCC’s annual Early Start Breakfast at the Capital City Country Club in  
Brookhaven, attendees had the chance to hear directly from two Boost 
scholarship recipients—and Class of 2018 graduates—about the challenges of 
being a full-time student and a parent of young children. Rodnita Simmons, 
mother of Zamil, graduated with a B.A. in Professional Writing from Clayton State 
University. Samantha Davis, mother of Jack, graduated with a B.S. in Psychology 
from Clayton State University. Both women expressed their heartfelt gratitude 
for the Boost child care scholarship and the difference it made in their lives and 
the lives of their children. The event also featured a keynote address from Alicia 
Philipp, President of the Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, and 2018 
Early Learning Advocate Award presentation to Jen Bennecke for her 
exceptional leadership in advancing early childhood education policies and 
programs that help Georgia’s families, communities, and workforce.

Had I not received Boost child care assistance, nursing school would have been a lot more difficult 
for me. Nursing school requires a lot of focus and study time and if I had to work throughout nursing 
school to afford daycare, I might not have made it through the program. Boost is a big part of why 
many young parents like myself are able to complete their Bachelor’s degree and not end up another 
statistic. I am truly grateful for the Boost program.

AMAZINGThe Boost Program was...
“

SAShA hErNANDEZ



OCTAVIA PhILIPS

LIfE-ChANGING & ENCOUrAGING
The Boost Program was... alayah, Class of 2038

The stress of having to find a babysitter every day while I attended school was 
something I dreaded. Before Boost, I would be worried during class about my child 
since she wasn’t learning during her first years of life. If I had not received Boost child 
care assistance, I would not have finished nursing school. I am grateful that Boost was 
offered to me as it made such a big difference in my daughter’s and my life. Boost  
enabled both of us to continue our education and it kept me from dropping out of 
school and becoming another statistic. Since enrolling in Quality Rated child care, I 
have watched my baby change before my eyes. Now, she’s yelling out her numbers  
every chance she gets, pointing to a body part to tell me what it is, and becoming  
more intellectual due to the learning taking place at her daycare.

“

It is a blessing to single parents working toward a degree at a four-year college. 
It is a challenge to balance parenting, seeking education, and trying to pay bills. 
Without Boost, my son would have had to stop going to daycare and I would have 
had to attempt to complete all of my coursework online, which is not always 
possible to successfully complete certain courses. Daycare has definitely 
contributed to my son’s social and educational enhancement. 

A BLESSING
The Boost Program was...

“
ashton, Class of 2037

TIArA ShADE



BOOST fAMILy BrUNCh
In October 2017, Clayton State University hosted a Boost Brunch for student 
parents receiving scholarships and their families. The event featured a panel 
of Boost participants who spoke about the critical need and opportunity for 
access to high-quality child care and a keynote address from the University 
President, Dr. Thomas J. “Tim” Hynes, Jr.

My life would have been different without Boost because I would have been stressing 
about paying for child care, not having the freedom to go to campus during my 
daughters’ regular school hours to study or do research without having to tote my son 
around. I probably would not have been able to complete my degree on time. The one 
thing that sets Boost apart from other resources for child care is that Boost focuses on 
the education values of the parent as well as the child.  

LIfESAVING
The Boost Program was...

“
CLAUDIA MEEKS



A GAME-ChANGErThe Boost Program was...

TANAShA LEDGISTEr-TAyLOr

fANTASTIC, rELIABLE & SPECTACULAr
The Boost Program was...

Jack, Class of 2034

taylor, Class of 2036

Before Boost, I was in school part-time, working part-time, and my mother and sister were 
caring for my baby. My child has grown tremendously since she started at the Quality Rated 
child care. She is very social with others and putting her words in sentences. She has really 
grown in one year of child care!“

SAMANThA DAVIS
My first year back at Clayton State I took night and online classes so I could still stay home 
with my son during the day. I missed dinners, bath times and putting him to bed because I 
was in class or doing school work. The classes I needed to take were not offered during the 
day or online, so I had to reach out to my mother-in-law to watch him. He spent a lot of time 
alone or with adults, running errands, in the car, and at the grocery store. He was not getting 
that vital social interaction that he needed or eating appropriate foods with other children 
his age. I can say with certainty that I would not have graduated with the grades I did without 
Boost. During my last fall semester, I completed my undergraduate internship at the Marcus 
Autism Center in Atlanta, which I attended two days a week, nine hours a day. That would 
not have been possible without having my son in child care. During my last spring semester, I 
was able to complete 40 observation hours that I so desperately needed to apply to graduate 
school. Without Boost, none of the these things would have been a reality, just a thought in 
the back of my head. Boost gave me the freedom and opportunity to excel in my studies as 
well as complete all requirements to apply to graduate school. 

“



2018-19 BOOST PrOGrAM

fOUNDATION & DONOr SUPPOrT

fUNDrAISING CAMPAIGN UPDATE
To date, QCC has raised $3.2 million of its $4.6 million goal for Boost program. We are grateful to our donors and partners 
for supporting Boost and its two-generation approach to breaking the vicious cycle of generational poverty. Investments 
in Boost help parents complete college, advance in their careers and ultimately do better for their families, while ensuring 
their children receive affordable, quality child care that provides the foundation for their success in school and beyond. This 
two-generation approach yields the greatest success for children, families, communities, and employers. Fundraising efforts 
in 2018-2019 are focused on building regional campaigns in Columbus and Savannah. It is QCC’s goal to raise $500,000 from 
each community, support that will stay local, leverages outside support provided by the Atlanta community 2:1, and is 
invested in the local economy to meet the workforce development needs now and in the future.

Savannah State University has been added as a fourth university partner and will begin to implement Boost in the  
2018-19 academic year. Enrollment as of September 2018:

 » Clayton State University: 46 student parents/48 children 
 » Columbus State University: 27 student parents/33 children 
 » Georgia Southern University (formerly Armstrong State): 34 student parents/39 children 
 » Savannah State University: 10 student parents/12 children

FoUndations
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
James M. Cox Foundation
Cobb EMC
Coweta-Fayette EMC
Betty & Davis Fitzgerald Foundation
J.B. Fuqua Foundation
Goizueta Foundation
Greystone Power
Harland Charitable Foundation 

Naserian Foundation
Peach State Health Plan
PNC Foundation
UPS Foundation
Walton EMC
Waterfall Foundation
Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation  
Zeist Foundation

individUals ($1,000+)
Anonymous
Paul & Jen Bennecke
Jerry Boerner
Kathy Bremer
Anne DeBeer
Mike Grindell
Rogers & Erika Bogar King
Michelle Matthews
Margaret Conant Reiser

Nancy Brumley Robitaille
Ellen Sacchi
Sue Sehgal
Carl Smith
Chad Spangler
Lucy Vance
Alex Wagner
Stayce Wagner
Michelle Wells

For more information about Quality Care for Children’s Boost Program, visit qualitycareforchildren.org or email pam.tatum@qualitycareforchildren.org.



To all of the amazing, super hard working,  

student-parents, you inspire me with your  

commitment to your own education and to being 

the best you can be for your children. Thank you 

for sharing part of your journey with me. 

   ~ Deborah Deckner, Professor & Chair Department              

      of Psychology at Clayton State University

Sending you warm congratulations on  

your graduation. Your commitment is an  

inspiration to us all. Continue to be a lifel
ong 

learner; whatever you do, never stop learning, 

exploring, growing and challenging yourself to  

be your best. I can’t wait to see where life will 

take you next. Wherever it is, o
ur prayers  

and best wishes go with you!  

   ~ Jen Bennecke, Boost Campaign Chair

I am so impressed by your relentless dedication to complete your education. The focus and tenacity you exhibited in pursuing your goals make you a role model not only for your children but for  many other student parents.    ~ Antonio Robinson, Quality Care for       Children Board of Trustees

Congratulations! We are incredibly proud of what you have accomplished! You have opened so many doors for yourself and your family with your hard work!     ~ Pam Tatum, Quality Care for        Children President & CEO

Thank you for choosing Columbus State University, we are so glad you are a part of the Cougar family. We are proud of your academic progress and that you are a recipient of the Boost child care funds. You are an amazing example to your child in working to complete your studies and graduate with a degree.    ~ Lisa Shaw, Director of Advising        at Columbus State University

Congratulations on your well-deserved 

success! Wishing you all the very best on 

your next adventure! 

   ~ Sarah Linman, Quality Care for                 

      Children Family Resource Specialist

CONGrATULATIONS 2018 GrADUATES!
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